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As Principal of St. Peter’s Community
School, it gives me great pleasure to
welcome you to our school website
which offers you an insight into our
positive ethos, alongside our warm and
welcoming atmosphere. Our school first
opened its doors in 1988 and operates
under the dual trusteeship of Sisters of
Mercy (CEIST) and Cork ETB.
In St. Peter’s we are dedicated to
providing students with a vibrant
educational experience in a highly collaborative, inclusive, and
supportive environment. We challenge our students to act with
courage, integrity, and leadership.
We offer a broad and vibrant range of extra and co-curricular
programmes that serve to enhance the holistic education we
provide for all our students. I acknowledge the contribution of
all stakeholders in the school community as we work together in
a spirit of collaboration and cooperation towards ensuring that
our students are equipped with the knowledge, skills and values,
to support them on both their educational and life journeys.
We place immense value on our positive, compassionate, and
student-focused relationships. Our mission statement highlights
our belief in empowering and equipping our students to become
well rounded and qualified individuals who can thrive in and
contribute to an ever-changing world.
As Principal, I am committed to education in its broadest sense.
I believe in setting high standards and expectations, in all facets
of school life, so that our students both embrace and avail of
every opportunity that a high quality and holistic post primary
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education offers, while ensuring each of our students reach
their potential.
Over the summer the Department of Education sanctioned a
large extension to our school to cater for 750 students. This will
double the number of students in the school and provide a state
of the art educational campus for the future.
Please browse our website to find out about all aspects of life in
St Peter’s and contact us for any further information required.
Warmest regards,

Tony McSweeney
Principal

An image of the proposed new school which we hope to have finalised soon..

This year Olympian race walker Rob Heffernan was guest of honour at our Bar Bua awards
ceremony in the school. This event seeks to reward the hard work and dedication of our
students throughout the previous year. We give prizes for academic and non-academic
achievements and students very much look forward to the event and are proud of the work
that they have put in. In the pictures we see a selection of 6th year students displaying the
awards as well as Mr Dunne who is presenting and in this case, receiving a flower from a fan!
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DIVERSITY DAY

Our calendar this year saw the inclusion of the wonderful diversity day, where students represent their cultures
from all around the world. We at St. Peter’s have a very diverse student body with many having come from other
countries or who have links to other diverse countries. On this day students get a chance to show off cultural items,
discuss them with others and even sample food from a wide range of places (my particular favourite). Here are just a
sample of students representing places like Australia, Korea, Uganda, Algeria, South Africa, Poland, Croatia, Ukraine,
Pakistan, India and of course Ireland. There were of course many others too.
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WHO SAID MATHS
ISN’T CREATIVE?!
A selection of work from various maths classes through
the year from Ms Lehane.
Some work from pupils in 2nd year who did the
area perimeter robots and TYs who completed the
Tessellations, Geometry quilt, Pinwheel, Coordinate
Geometry Penguins, and the Grinch which was a
collaboration trigonometry project. Well done all!
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MUNSTER CHAMPIONS
The neutral venue of Carrigaline AFC was the scene of
one of the most spirited and organised displays of soccer
St. Peter’s senior boys’ team have ever produced. Our
girls have had stylish success in the past winning Munster
and All Ireland Schools’ B titles and so it was finally time
for the lads to step up and match that, at least in part.
Amid chants and songs led by our band of severely
dedicated sixth years, St. Peter’s dominated the first
half. The passing was smooth and controlled, razor
sharp at times, pure quality. Well taken goals by Kristian
O’Callaghan and the superb Alex Lenihan (a brace)
put the lads head and shoulders above at the break –a
mallet-like hammering, 3-0. It was always going to be
difficult to come back from that, but credit must be given
to the opposition who refused to give in.
The lads from Buttevant were a solid and confident
group and their midfield were a real a presence. They

grew into the game, but they were cut down by a snappy
defence that chopped away smoothly and swept up any
would-be attacks. Buttevant did get a penalty to get
them back in it and they followed up soon after with
another to make it 3-2. But players like James Desmond
and Denis O’Brien worked hard on the fringes and kept
control, their never say die attitude, further highlights.
At times the North Cork school did have plenty to shout
about and they hammered their own drum hopefully.
In the final seconds there were a few close shaves,
but the St. Peter’s keeper Daniel Moynihan was a safe
pair of hands and in the end. St. Peter’s had the better
composure. No doubt about it. They had the better
supporters, who had their rivals dancing to a different
beat. They had the better management, real dedication.
They simply had the better team too…
E Ryan

DÉJÀ VU…
Congratulations are also extended to
the U15 boys’ soccer team who have
matched the U19 boys in becoming
Munster champions after defeating
St. Joseph’s from KIlmallock 6-2 in
the final. The future is bright with
these great players coming through
and well done to Mr. Fitzgerald for
coaching them.
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GIRLS FINISH THE YEAR IN
STYLE WITH DOUBLE WIN
The Girls’ soccer teams kept up the tradition of setting high
standards and inspiring young girls in our school and Passage
West. Both Junior and Senior teams won silverware in the
Cork Schoolgirls’ League.
The Senior Team, captained by 6th Year, Aisling Corkery,
demonstrated consistency as they were undefeated in
the pool stage of the league and continued in this vein by
comfortably winning the Senior Cup Final against Coláiste
Muire, Cobh. A steadfast defence led by keeper,Katie Irwin,
set the platform for a stunning 4-1 victory. This enabled Jane
Finlay and top scorer, Muireann Deasy (3), to show their class
and sealing the win for St Peter’s.
The Junior Team, captained by 3rd Year, Siobhán Deasy,
had a more challenging but successful pathway to the Cork
Schools Junior Shield Final. A very tense game against a
strong Coláiste na Toirbhirte side had our girls leading 3-2 at
half time. A stunning second half performance from striker,
Meabh Deasy and Brooke Manley (1st Year) gave St. Peter’s
an impressive 5-3 win.

CHARITY
WORK
Well done to all in our
Amber flag committee
who raised nearly 300
euro for Marymount and
Pieta House from hosting
a bake sale. Fabulous work
by all involved.

Overall, both teams represented St. Peter’s admirably and
have, no doubt, encouraged more girls to participate in
soccer in our school. Both coaches and staff are immensely
proud of the effort and achievement of all the girls and hope
this success will continue in the 2022 – 2023 season!
Written by Ms. Walsh and Ms. Lucey.

Daffodil Day
This year students harvested our own daffodils in
school and sold them as part of Daffodil day in
support of Irish Cancer Society.
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WEST CORK SECRET
This year’s second years visited West Cork Secret in
Kilbritain on the 29th of April 2022. It was organised
by the year head, Mr O’Keefe along with Ms. Tiernan.
The second years participated in activities such as Gokarting, relays, obstacle courses, orienteering, and many
other fun team-based activities.
In the first half of the day, the students participated in dry,
team-based activities such as orienteering, go-karting,
fusball and relays. The second half of the day consisted
of the actual fun: the mud! There were several activities
such as different mud obstacle courses, mud pools and
of course, the renowned mud slide. The students had
such great fun that even the teachers could not resist
joining in! At the end of the day, the second years ended
their trip with some delicious pizza. They had great fun
and they hope to go again in the future!
by Chethana Anand
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ENGINEERING
Well done to all TY students on completing their
Engineering projects. Here is a sample of their work, some
of whom chose to make candle holders. Well done all!

Below is a further sample
of work from past engineering
projects completed by
students in the school.

First Year Engineering
Students at work.
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T.Y. ADVENTURE
Students in TY enjoyed a great day out in Dunmore
adventure in Co. Waterford where they engaged in archery,
rock climbing, water obstacle coursing, stand-up paddle
boarding, caving and kayaking. They had a great day thanks
to the excellent behaviour and the help of the team at the
adventure centre.

TY students learning about hair care in school.
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TY students engaged in drumming in school.

HOME
ECONOMICS
Home Economics students hard at
work in the kitchen preparing some
wonderful meals as part of their 3rd
year practical exams and projects.

Construction Studies teacher Mr Fitzgerald, Pat the caretaker and students
who built a set of barn owl boxes on behalf of Brid Watch Ireland. These are
protected species and these boxes will help greatly in preserving our wildlife.
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SCHOOL SPORTS
& ATHLETICS
May saw the return of the school Sports Day where many students
engaged in a wide variety of sports and games. We also have had
our girls compete in the South Munster Track and competition in
MTU in May.

Students and teachers who ran against each
other in Teams in the Cork City Marathon
relays event. On this occasion the students
came out on top, but teachers promise to
return, trained, prepared and out for revenge
in next year’s marathon. Well done to all
involved again!
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TEAM SPORTS
We at St. Peter’s offer a wide variety of Team sports for boys and girls. Aside from our obvious soccer success,
Gaelic football and basketball are very popular sports in our school and our teachers have dedicated themselves
developing these teams. Well done all! Here is just a sample of the teams in the school.

St. Peter’s, Passage West
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THE BIG INTERVIEW:
Interview with Shane Casey, The Young Offenders actor!
Shane Casey is best known for his hilarious portrayal of
Billy Murphy, the local “nut-job” in The Young Offenders
film and TV series. He was born in Cork City and visited us
in St. Peter’s as part of Well-Being Week where he gave
a fantastic Resilience Workshop to the TY classes. We
interviewed him about his life and acting experiences.
OK, so what inspired you to start acting? Did you
always want to be an actor?
I just had a playful quality when I was a child, that didn’t
fit into playing sports, it’s not that I avoided playing
sports, but I think even since I was very young, I had a
silly quality.
I wasn’t afraid of making a fool of myself for other people’s
entertainment and dressing up at home, sometimes as
my sister!
And then acting was a good gateway and I think it was
spotted in me by other family members, so I was sent
along to various groups over the years.
I also struggled in school with reading and stuff like that,
so it was beneficial for me to meet people who were into
poetry and stuff like that.

What was your school experience like?
My school experience for the most part was very positive,
and primary school especially. It was very encouraging in
the arts and every year we had a school play. It was a
chance for me to be important for once. I remember I
was brought to another class to perform for them which
was a real vote of confidence for me. I also remember
one year missing out on the play because of my bad
grading which built a bit of resentment in me, so I joined
a drama group and met a load of friends. It was very
important that I met people who were into what I was
into.
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What was your experience on the set of the Young
Offenders?
Fantastic experience from the off.
I would have been friends with Peter Foott the director
who just lives down the road in Monkstown and he had
seen me in a couple of plays, so he knew who I was
suited to play.
I think he had me in mind for Billy’s character for a while,
but I auditioned for another part that I didn’t get, but I
think Billy was the right part for me at the right time.
I actually got fired from another job before the series
which was obviously very negative, but it gave me the
opportunity to really prepare for the television series.

How do you feel when you are recognized in the
street by the public?
It’s great, 99 times out of 100 it’s a very positive
experience.
Even if I’m having an off day or backstage somebody
points at me because of some work that I did a few years
ago. That could change my day, it can make me feel a
little bit happier.
I’ve heard people watch the film because they feel
a bit down and it lifts up their spirits, so that’s really
encouraging, because I believe in the therapeutic
quality of watching something funny. It’s what I do, I
watch comedy to make me feel better too.

Do you feel being famous has an effect on your
mental health?
It can do, yeah, definitely. That’s a great question. It
certainly can because you find other people’s boundaries.
It’s very interesting because I was with a friend of mine
and we were discussing quite a heavy subject one
evening when he was going through a tough time, and
someone kept interrupting for a photograph. I asked if
you could give us 5 minutes before taking a photograph
because I was concerned about my friend’s wellbeing.
Then the people were like tutting and sighing at me, like
you know who does he think he is?

own tribe, whether you’re into comic books or acting or
singing, or music or whatever. Go and find your tribe so
that you can be creative with them.
Play writing and improvisation is a fantastic tool for
writing. Whether it’s an essay for your Junior Cert or your
Leaving Cert, or you could start with one line and just let
your imagination flow. Find a good opening line.
by Eadaoin Farrell and Ethel Bateman

If my interaction is positive, and I’m doing my best, then
that’s OK. That’s all I’m in control of, you know.

What are your plans for the future?
I’m writing a play at the moment, It’s my second play.
It’s called ‘The Man who Talks to Statues’. It’s a comedy,
but it is linked to men’s health issues and it’s essentially,
without giving too much away, it’s about a guy who’s
on a road trip so we don’t know if he’s gone missing or
whether there’s something going on mentally, but he has
these interactions with loads of different statutes that
kind of come alive so it’s almost like a sci-fi.
What’s the best advice you would give for a young actor
starting off or someone who wants to get into acting?
First off, find a drama group, but don’t go to one that
you don’t make friends in. Go there and look for your

Shane Casey working with some of our 6th year students
giving a motivational talk.

It’s all change at St. Peter’s and we would all like to wish Mr. Dunne a very happy
retirement. He has been principal of the school for 15 years and shown great
leadership in turning St. Peter’s into the wonderful place that it is today. We would
like to sincerely thank him for all his work and guidance. Happy retirement Mr. Dunne!

St. Peter’s, Passage West
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Photos from the 6th Year Graduation Mass, celebrated by
Fr. Chris O’Donovan

Irish ‘Sraith Pictiúr’ presentation to 6th Year students
Printed by Lettertec Irl Ltd www.lettertec.com

Actor Shane Casey (aka Billy Murphy) who appeared to
deliver his Resilience Workshop to TY students this year.
Here he is being mobbed by students in the corridor.

First Years Supporting our soccer team at the Munster Final.

Teachers Ms McCarthy and Ms O’Donovan
who ran the half marathon this year. We hope
some students will join them next year.
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